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about needing more armor and troops,
canned. Ambassador Joseph Wilson, by
the way, stood up personally to Sad-
dam Hussein and saved hundreds of
American lives to get them out of Iraq
before the first Persian Gulf War, this
guy has guts; he told the truth and
pointed out that what the President
told the American people about buying
uranium from Niger was a falsehood,
he told the truth, and they tried to de-
stroy his wife’s career in the CIA.

So we have three truth-tellers, all of
them who were punished by the execu-
tive branch of the United States.

Now, look at the other three people.
George Tenet, CIA, who, if there was a
more massive failure of information in
American history next to calling Bene-
dict Arnold a good American, I do not
know what it was; still on the job, has
not been sanctioned. He has not lost an
hour of vacation time. He does not
have a pink slip, does not have a slap
on the wrist, said by the President to
be doing a great job, when we started a
war based on false information.

Donald Rumsfeld, the man who ig-
nored General Shinseki, ignored Gen-
eral Zinni, ignored the intelligence
from Ambassador Joe Wilson, involved
in a war where we have incompetent
planning, failure of planning, and we
are now in a deep morass in Iraq, called
by the Vice President, and I want to
quote here almost, the greatest Sec-
retary of Defense America has ever
seen.

Mr. DELAHUNT. That is just an un-
believable statement.

Mr. INSLEE. We have a different
opinion. This gentleman has not been
sanctioned. This gentleman has not
lost an hour of overtime.

Mr. DELAHUNT. And that is leader-
ship.

Mr. INSLEE. And if I can remember
who the third one is, if I can read my
notes here that I wanted to talk about.
Help me out, gentlemen. Who is the
third one I was thinking about here?
The list goes on and on.

Mr. DELAHUNT. What the gen-
tleman is basically saying is that loy-
alty is prized above competence.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, I wanted
to make sure that we include this gen-
tleman in this discussion: Assistant
Secretary Paul Wolfowitz told this
Chamber on repeated occasions he was
dead right sure, not only that we would
be greeted as the great liberators of the
Mideast, spreading democracy through
the Mideast, not only that that would
happen but, bonus time, I say to my
colleagues, the Iraq oil fields would
pay for this whole thing. American tax-
payers would not have to put out a
dime for this. He came and told us he
knew this was going to happen, we
would not have to do anything with
taxes, taxpayers would not have to pay
a dime. If there has been a greater fail-
ure of analysis, I do not know what it
could possibly be.

Now, what has the President done to
the man who totally misled the United
States Congress? On both sides of the
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aisle, by the way, he told this to Re-
publicans and Democrats. Nothing. So
we have the three people who have got-
ten us into a war based on false infor-
mation with lousy planning, with in-
competent preparation for our troops,
people losing their lives in Iraq who are
greeted as the greatest civil servants in
human history, and the three guys who
told us the truth were fired, lost their
jobs.

I yield to the gentleman from Penn-
sylvania.

Mr. HOEFFEL. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman. If we just focus on the
prison scandal for a minute and see the
failures of leadership there, as the gen-
tleman from  Massachusetts (Mr.
DELAHUNT) has been talking about,
there are not enough prison guards as-
signed to Abu Ghraib or I am sure to
the other prisons that were running as
a result of the Iraq war. There simply
are not enough guards assigned. Those
guards are not properly trained. That
is abundantly clear. They are not prop-
erly supervised, and there is no ac-
countability up the chain of command.

So we start off with a disaster wait-
ing to happen. Then what does Sec-
retary of Defense Rumsfeld do? Well,
he ignores the Red Cross, who, appar-
ently, for over a year, has been com-
plaining about conditions and abusive
activities in our prisons. He fails to re-
spond. He does not read the report in a
timely fashion that is finally done by
his subordinate, and he does not tell
his President what is at stake. He even
hangs his own President out to dry who
is embarrassed by the disclosure of this
information to the media, rather than
in the normal chain of communication
between cabinet Secretary and Presi-
dent.

One more failure. I think we ought to
stop talking about resignation. I do not
think Donald Rumsfeld should be al-
lowed to resign. He should be fired for
his failures to inform and properly ad-
vise the President. And the reality is,
we cannot stay the course in Iraq. We
have to change the course in Iraq. We
cannot keep doing what we are doing,
because we are failing, and we cannot
achieve our goals of creating a stable
and a peaceful country with a rep-
resentative form of self-government.
We cannot do that with the level of in-
security and instability in Iraq today.
We have to get more troops in there.
There ought to be international troops,
NATO, Arab nations, Western Euro-
pean nations. They have a bigger stake
in a stable Iraq than we do. But right
now, 90 percent of the troops, 90 per-
cent of the money is American; and it
is not working. We have to change our
course.

Mr. DELAHUNT. Mr. Speaker, it is
really time to be honest with the
American people. As David Kay said,
who was sent and appointed by this ad-
ministration to conduct a search for
the weapons of mass destruction, came
back, said there are none, and implored
the President, it is time to come clean
with the American people. Otherwise,
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he had grave concerns about our credi-
bility all over the world.

It is like this administration is in-
capable, incapable of dealing with the
truth. I do not think they intend to lie;
I just do not think they can grasp re-
ality. It is like again going back to the
morale issue. In “Stars and Stripes,” a
magazine that is funded by the Pen-
tagon, reported better than a year ago
on the issue of morale of U.S. troops in
Iraq: high-ranking visitors to the coun-
try, including Department of Defense
and congressional officials, have said it
is outstanding, but the ‘‘Stars and
Stripes’ itself, the magazine did a sur-
vey and concluded that some troops on
the ground would beg to differ about
what they call low morale on their part
and on the part of their units.

So as a result, the Pentagon went
and conducted a survey of troops, and
it was reported again about a month
ago in The Washington Post before the
scandal broke out, and it concluded
that a slim majority of Army soldiers
in Iraq, 52 percent reported that their
morale was low, and three-fourths of
them said that they felt poorly led by
their officers, according to a survey
taken at the end of the summer and re-
leased yesterday by the Army.

Mr. INSLEE. Mr. Speaker, we have
about 30 seconds, and I just wanted to
wrap up and thank the gentleman for
his work tonight. I just want to say
one thing. One of the worst possible
things that can happen to our soldiers
is base the war on wishful thinking.
And the failures we have been talking
about tonight have largely occurred be-
cause of civilian decisionmakers who
have based decisions on wishful think-
ing that are not in touch with the re-
ality and the difficult situation in Iraq.
We are very hopeful that this adminis-
tration will start to recognize the chal-
lenges we have in Iraq and start listen-
ing to military advisers, rather than
basing their decisions on the fantasy
that they have that this can be done on
the cheap. We have paid too dearly in
blood for that misassessment, we have
paid too dearly in treasure for that
misassessment; and it is time for a
fresh, new strategy in Iraq. Just stick-
ing with the same old same old is a rec-
ipe for disaster.

————————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. McNULTY (at the request of Ms.
PELOSI) for today before 2 p.m. on ac-
count of a family emergency.

Mr. ScoTT of Georgia (at the request
of Ms. PELOSI) for today after 3 p.m.
and May 13 on account of a death in
the family.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:
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